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2015 State Tribal Relations
“Cooperation In Agriculture”

The 2015 State Tribal Relations Events held February 25th &
26th highlighted “Cooperation in Agriculture. On the 25", the
South Dakota Department of Tribal Relations and the South
Dakota Department of Agriculture hosted tribal leaders at a

Listening Session with speakers from Federal, State, and Tribal

organizations. Governor Daugaard welcomed attendees
during the luncheon.

A legislative reception was held that evening to bring together
tribal leaders and legislators. Governor Daugaard attended to

honor the new Secretary of Tribal Relations, Steve Emery.

On February 26™in the Capitol Rotunda there were tribal,
state, and federal agriculture related booths. The Rotunda
Ceremony featured the Sicangu Lakota Warriors from the
Rosebud Sioux Tribe as honor guard, speakers including
Governor Daugaard, Chief Justice Gilbertson, and Attorney
General Marty Jackley. Tribal leaders who spoke included
Chairman Michael Jandreau of the Lower Brule Sioux Tribe,
Chairman Dave Archambault Il of the Standing Rock Sioux
Tribe, Chairman Bruce Renville of the Sisseton Wahpeton
Oyate, Chairwoman Roxanne Sazue of the Crow Creek Sioux
Tribe, and Councilman Richard “Tuffy” Lunderman of the
Rosebud Sioux Tribe.

Each year the Department of Tribal Relations presents a State
Tribal Relations award. This year the award was

presented to Dave Archambault Sr. for his work with

the SD Department of Education.

Students from Tiospa Zina and Enemy Swim Tribal Schools
from the Sisseton Wahpeton Oyate provided song and dance
with Danny Seaboy commentating to the attendees the
importance of the drum and the meaning of the dances. A
traditional meal of buffalo stew, wojapi, and fry bread was
prepared by the Lower Brule High School Prostart Culinary
students and served to all the attendees.

We would like to thank all those who help and participated in

Have information you want to share?

Email it to Kathy Aplan at
Kathy.Aplan@state.sd.us
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Bill Menard of the Sicangu Lakota Warriors
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Dancers from Sisseton Wahpeton Oyate Tribal Schools

Secretary Emery & Kerry Westover
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Report from the SD Department of Tourism
Jim Hagen, Secretary

The South Dakota Department of Tourismis a
member of the American Indian Alaska Native
Tourism Association (AIANTA.) SDDT Tribal
Tourism Liaison Eileen Bertsch has been
attending the annual AIANTA conference for the
past three years.

Each year, we offer financial assistance for
registration fees for tribal representatives to
attend this conference. Two years ago, Yankton,
Sisseton-Wahpeton and Oglala tribal
representatives accompanied the Department to
the conference in Tulsa, Oklahoma. This past
fall, Oglala, Rosebud and Sisseton-Wahpeton
tribal representatives joined us in Louisiana.

Attending this conference provides a great
opportunity for sharing ideas and seeing first-
hand how tribes across the country promote the
visitor industry in their areas. There are 36 other
South Dakota AIANTA members including
individuals, tribes, CVBs, attractions, and
organizations. LaDonna Brave Bull Allard,
enrolled Standing Rock Sioux Tribe member, is
an At-large Board of Directors member of
AIANTA and also attends the conferences.

To read the AIANTA mission statement and for
more information about AIANTA go to their
website. Check out the AIANTA winter
newsletter here.

Contact: Eileen Bertsch
Tribal Tourism Liaison
South Dakota Department of Tourism
Eileen.bertsch@travelsouthdakota.com

605-773-3301

Sicangu Lakota Oyate (RST) & Sinte Gleska University
Tiwahe Glukinipi Invite you to the
Disability Services Summit
At the: SGU Multipurpose Building
Tuesday, April 28, 11 a.m. until 2 p.m.

Lunch will be served, everyone welcome!
Sponsored by:

Board of Service to the Blind and Visually Impaired
Board of Vocational Rehabilitation
Statewide Independent Living Council

For more information contact: Burdette Clifford for
details at 605-856-8219
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REAP to cover up to 75 percent of eligible project costs
Eligibility: Do you:

e Earn at least 51 percent of your income from farming or
ranching? OR

e Operate a privately owned, for-profit small business
located in a rural area or town of 50,000 people or less?
Contact: For more information and to see if you qualify,
contact Darlene Bresson, RD Energy Coordinator

Phone: 605-886-8202, Ext. 120 or by email:
darlene.bresson@sd.usda.gov

Rural Energy for America Program

Through the Rural Energy for America Program
(REAP), USDA Rural Development helps finance the
cost of renewable energy systems and energy
efficiency improvements for rural small businesses
and agricultural producers. The next deadlines to
apply are April 30, 2015 for total project costs of
under $80,000 and June 30, 2015 for all size
projects.

Over 200 of your neighbors - farmers, ranchers,
and small businesses - have already been awarded
grants to replace grain dryers, lighting, and coolers
as well as installing on-farm wind turbines and
geothermal systems.

A variety of energy projects may qualify for REAP
financial assistance to help you purchase, install, Program
and construct energy projects Rural Energy for America

» Heating and cooling equipment, insulation, (REAP) 2015
programmable thermostats, and airtight Rural Business Development ~ Applications being accepted
windows, doors, and ducts. Grant (formally known as but ma}/ need slight revisions

* Efficient lighting and equipment with REEGER R0 whe.n finalrules are
customizable controls. Many newer light pUb['She[d'd dli
systems also generate less heat and reduce Quarterly deadlines.
cooling costs while improving lighting.

*  Wind turbines or Solar panels

* Small hydropower systems (less than 30
megawatts) transform the energy of
flowing water into electricity. Value Added Producer Grant ~ To be announced.

* Geothermal system Small Socially Disadvantaged  To be announced.

* Anaerobic digester breaks down animal Grant
waste such as cow manure and other Rural Community
organic materials into biogas that can fuel Development Grant

Rural Development Program Deadlines

Application Deadline(s)
4/20/2015; 6/30/2015

Rural Microentrepreneur
Assistance Program
Intermediary Relending
Program

Rural Economic Development  Monthly deadlines.
Loan and Grant Program

Quarterly deadlines.

To be announced.

vehicles or be used to generate electricity

Water and Environmental

On-going application cycles;

and heat Programs can apply anytime.
. . . ~ . [. . [ .
- Renewable biomass such as crops, wood, Community Loan and Grant On-going app |Fat|on cycles;
. Programs can apply anytime.
and plants, as well as biodegradable wastes . . . . o .
. . Single Family Housing On-going application cycles;
such as fats, oils, and other materials can be Programs... can apply anytime.
converted into heat or biofuel. 502 Very-Low and Low Direct
Available funding: Loans; 504 Loans and Grants;
Grant: REAP grants may cover up to 25 percent of a and

502 Guaranteed Rural Housing

(GRH) Loan Program

Guaranteed Rural Rental 12/31/2015
Housing (538)

project’s eligible costs.

Loan Guarantee: With REAP, USDA Rural
Development may guarantee up to 85 percent of a
commercial loan to help you access affordable
financing for your energy project. Rates and terms
are negotiated between you and your lender,

subject to USDA approval. USD United States
Combination Guarantee and Grant: You may 'E Deeartment of
combine REAP grant and loan guarantee assistance Agriculture

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.



Board of Regents

Jump Start Spotlight: Access Advisors Help Students Navigate Financial Aid

In college preparation, March is a critical time to complete financial aid applications. That is why South Dakota
Jump Start Access Advisors are available to assist high school seniors in filling out the Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA). This application must be completed in order to receive PELL Grants and other forms of
financial aid that help pay for college, including Tribal Higher Education Grants.

Through the South Dakota Jump Start program, Access Advisors aim to help Native American and/or low-income
students succeed in college by providing an affordable academic “jump start.” This includes assisting high school
students and their families in their decision to attend college by providing the information they need. Access
Advisors are currently making themselves available through high school, community, and home visits.

Learn more about the Jump Start Access Advisors and how to contact them below.

Tomee Brown

Being the eldest of six children, | felt the pressure to leave my mark and break
path for my siblings to follow. | knew | needed to get to college; | just did not
know how to get there. The admissions process was intimidating, and we did
not get a lot of admissions counselors coming to our reservation high school,
saying, “Let me help you get to college.” | eventually stumbled my way there
and met some amazing support staff and professors who became my tiospaye
on campus. They guided me on my journey, removed barriers, and helped me
jump some big hurdles. Without them, | cannot say for sure if | would have
made it, but | did! Working with Jump Start is my wopila, way to give thanks,
and help other young relatives achieve their life goals and dreams through
education and earning their degrees.

. _ . Jacob Hamik
As a high school junior and senior | was not sure of what | wanted to do:

join the military or go to college. My parents were not pushing me
towards either and my family had no college fund saved up for me.
While thinking seriously about joining the military, | received a call from
a college track and field coach who offered me an athletic scholarship. |
accepted the scholarship offer and was college bound the next fall.

Fortunately, with the right support, | was able to make it through
college and now have not one, but two degrees. | didn’t think college
was something that was going to be possible for me, and now I’m here
for anyone who has those same feelings to help navigate the path to
higher education and show them that college is possible.

To contact a Jump Start Access Advisor or to learn more about what the program can do for high school
students looking to move on to post-secondary education, call (844) 601-6957 or email
sdjumpstart@sdbor.edu.
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South Dakota Department of Health
Office of Vital Records ready for
Oglala Lakota name change

OGLALA LAKOTA

P COUNTY ¢

The Department of Health Vital Records Office has
been preparing for the county name change of
Shannon County to Oglala Lakota County. The
name change was approved overwhelmingly by
voters of Shannon County in the November 2014
election and was introduced as House Joint
Resolution 1005 in the State House of
Representative by Representative Kevin Killer. The
resolution passed both houses and is awaiting the
Governor’s signature.

The Vital Records offices maintain birth, death,
marriage and divorce records for the state and
issues certified copies of such records. According
to State Registrar, Mariah Pokorny, all births,
deaths and marriages are filed according to
county designation, so planning and preparation
was critical. Work began in January 2015, and as a
result, the Office feels confident it’s ready to
accommodate the name change when it goes into
effect April 1, 2015. The Office also worked closely
with the Fall River/Shannon County Registrar of
Deeds, to identify and resolve potential issues. All
records for vital events occurring in the county
that are filed after the effective date will list the
county name as “Oglala Lakota”.

Questions can be directed to Mariah Pokorny,
State Registrar, at 605-773-4961, or
Mariah.Pokorny@state.sd.us.

The South Dakota Department of Tribal Relations - 302 E. Dakota Avenue - Pierre, SD 57501

605-773-3415
www.sdtribalrelations.com

Follow us on Facebook & Twitter!



